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FREEDOM OF ENQUIRY. 


Mr. Epiror, 

I have sometimes heard it 
said, that those who respect 
the holy scriptures as they 
ought, will not indulge in 
free enquiry ; and that this in- 
dulgence of itself, is proof of 
deficiency in proper respect 
forthem. I cannot accede to 
the truth of the remark. I 
think I have a full and une- 
quivocal respect for the sacred 
volume, and yet am not able 
to persuade myself that I am 
forbidden the most thorough 
and free examination of its 
meaning. It is true, such 
freedom may degenerate into 
boldness, imprudence and rash- 
ness, so that sacred truths 
may be treated with unbecom- 
ing familiarity. But this is 
an abuse of it; and that it 
may be abused, is no proof at 
all that it is not useful and 
right in itself. The best things 
may be abused, and any thing 
in its excess is bad. Zeal,one 
of the best things in the chris- 
tian world, is bad, when it 
becomes intemperate enthusi- 
asm, 


* It will be seen by this, that the 
study of the scriptures, and have no 


For the Christian Disciple. 

We may determine the mer- 
it or the mischief of free en- 
quiry, by reflecting on its pur- 
poses. These are two, to dis- 
cover, Ist what zs scripture ; 
and 2nd what is its meaning.* 
May we not do this in consis- 
tency with perfect respect for 
the Scriptures ? 

Let us consider. The first 
object is, to discover what is 
scripture. Now the reason 
that we are to reverence the 
Bible, is that it contains a rev- 
elation from God ; and if any 
part of it should be found not 
to be a part of his revelation, 
then of course the reverence 
we feel from that cause must 
cease. Thus the bocks called 
apocryphal, were found. not to 
have the necessary authority, 
were put by themselves, and 
are not treated by christians 
with the same respect they 
pay the other books. So'too 
Luther had no respect for the 
epistle of James. If we desire 
to have the pure word of God, 
we cannot but be anxious to 
know whether all the books 
which have been handed down 


views of the writer are limited to the 
concern with the free enquiry“in its 


larger meaning as applied to those who speculate beyond the limits of the 


sacred writings. 
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to. us, have the necessary au- 
thority. Does it indicate any 
want of respect to ask the ques- 
tion? Is it dangerous to ask 
the question ? For has it not 
been asked and answered, by 
men capable of enquiring and 
deciding, and are not these 
discussions in our hands, and 
yet do we not as firmly believe 
and honour our bible, as_ we 
should have done otherwise ? 

But then, some books in this 
volume were written nearly 
two thousand, and some more 
than three thousand years.ago ; 
and during this period have 
been copied again and again 
by different persons. The 
question naturally occurs, is 
it not possible that a few mis- 
takes may have crept in? or 
that some designing men may 
have made unwarrantable ad- 
ditions ? When such ques- 
tions arise, it cannot be from 
disrespeet that we seek an an- 
swer. May we not say, that 
in no one thing has greater 
genuine regard for these writ- 
ings been manifested in the 
christian world, than in those 
diligent researches which have 
been madeé to detect and ex- 
pose the corruptions which 
have crept into them; and 
which have now given us such 
fixed assurance that providence 
allowed but few, that we can 
trust our faith and our souls to 
them with unhesitating confi- 
dence. If any one give us for 
the word of God what is not 
so, ought we not to reject it? 
and if so great a wo is de- 
nounced against those who 
should take away from the pro- 
phecy of the book of Revela- 
tion, would it not be wrong 
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and dangerous in us to receive 
the addition with as much re- 
spect as we receive the rest? 
It is a false, superstitious rev- 
erence for these books, which 
would make us afraid of pur- 
suing such enquiries,—as_ if 
it were impious to satisfy our- 
selves whether they are now 
exactly as the holy men wrote 
them. It is yet worse, when 
an error has been pointed out, 
still fondly to cherish it, as if it 
were the word of truth when 
it is not. Perhaps a man will 
say, that if we admit there is 
one error, we must another, 
and then another, and so on 
without end. But it is not so. 
These enquiries have actually 
been made, by men who had 
means and opportunity, dili- 
gently, faithfully, honestly. 
And what is the result ? That 
scripture is uncertain? Not 
at all, but quite the contrary. 
The result is, that during near 
two thousand years, these holy 
books have passed down to us 
almost unaltered. Our confi- 
dence in them, as the sure 
guides of all faith and conduct, 
is confirmed. It is idle to be 
frightened at their errors ; fot 
we know what they are, we 
know how to correct them, 
and they cannot lead us astray. 
Therefore such a mode of en- 
quiry concerning the Scrip- 
tures, so far from being in- 
consistent with proper respect, 
appears to me the truest and 
strongest proof of it which can 
be given. 

The same is true in regard 
to the second purpose of free 
enquiry-—to determine the 
meaning of the scriptures. 
Here is a volume of writings 








which claim divine authority ; 
every thing delivered here is 
to be received as true and 
obeyed without dispute. Its 
doctrines and laws are unre- 
seryedly binding «upon us. 
What enquiry then can be 
more important than this— 
what are these doctrines and 
laws? With respect to many 
of them, different opinions 
have been entertained among 
christians. Some have learn- 
ed that baptism belongs only 
to the grown, while others 
think it enjoined likewise on 
children. Some understand 
the bible to teach that man is 
utterly incapable of doing any 
thing toward his own salva- 
tion; others understand the 
contrary. Some learn from it 
that the one God exists in 
three persons ; others think it 
teaches there is only one per- 
son as well as one Being. 
There are many other differ- 
ences of equal importance. 
Can it be irreverence or dis- 
respect to scarch out very 
carefully and freely on such 
subjects, what the real inten- 
tion of scripture is ?—Is it not 
rather a mark of regard to 
them? For are not our pre- 
vious ideas, and our first inter- 
pretations of scripture lan- 
guage, the result of our edu- 
cation, rather than our actual 
knowledge ? We have been 
educated to understand the 
expressions of scripture on 
these subjects in a certain 
sense—the sense in which 
they were understood by those 
with whom we have lived. 
We have learned to affix cer- 
tain ideas to certain phrases, 
and, having these firmly asso- 


Freedom of Enquiry. 
































99 


ciated in our minds, are not 
easily persuaded that they can 
be erroneous. For instance 
to. baptize, has from our infan 
cy conveyed the same mean- 
ing to our minds as fo sfrin- 
kle ; therefore the image of 
sprinkling rises before us 
wheneyer we meet the word 
in the New Testament, and 
how difficult to fancy ait with 
any other meaning. It is the 
same with innumerable other 
words. But when we see that 
others, our equals and supe- 
riors in religious knowledge, 
understand such language dif- 
ferently, must we not think it 
possible we may be mistaken ? 
Is it any mark of proper re- 
spect for the scriptures to in- 
sist that we cannot be mistak- 
en ; to refuse to enquire 
whether we be or not ? Is it 
not rather a blameable confi- 
dence in our own correctness ? 
There are some who have 
an uncongucrable dread and 
horror of eyery thing that can 
be said to show, that any pas- 
sage in the bible means any 
thing different from what they 
have always thought it to 
mean. Ifyou attempt to ex- 
plain a text which they have 
misunderstood, they think it 
dangerous to listen to you ; 
they are afraid you intend to 
destroy their faith and their 
souls ; they almost think it a 
sin to put themselves in the 
way of hearing what you have 
to urge. This, they think, is 
honouring divine truth, and 
proving their veneration for 
the oracles. But they err, and 
deceive themselves. They 
but too much remind us of the 
Jews in the days of our Sa- 
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viour. Zhey too pretended 
the utmost regard for their 
scriptures, and referred to 
them in every thing relating 
to the Messiah. But they had 
learned to understand its lan- 
guage ina sense, which led 
them to expect a different 
Messiah from Jesus. They 
were confident they could not 
be mistaken, and did not en- 
quire whether they were or 
not. And therefore when he 
presented his proofs of Mes- 
siahship, they rejected him, 
because, as they pretended, he 
opposed the prophecies ; 
while in truth, it was their 
own interfretation of the pro- 
phecies which opposed them. 
In like manner, if we-obsti- 
nately adhere to our notions of 
divine truth, and will not al- 
low ourselves to listen or en- 
quire concerning them—be- 
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lieving that all who contend 
against us, are contending 
against God—what shall pre- 
vent us from being as mistak- 
enas the Jews? and of what 
worth will be our pretended 
respect for the scriptures ? 
which is in fact only a respect 
for our interpretation of them, 
and serves at best but to keep 
us in error. 

We conclude then, that both 
the objects in which freedom 
of enquiry is concerned, may 
be pursued consistently with 
most entire respect to the sa- 
cred writings. Nay, if the 
bible be indeed from God, and 
be indeed sufficient to all re- 
ligious purposes, then it is 
not easy to see how we can 
rest our faith and hope on any 
thing else, and yet held it in 
veneration, 


I 


RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN 


WueEn Pennsylvania was first 
settled the principles of liber- 
ty and the rights of conscience - 
were but little understood in 
the world, and the spirit of in- 
tolerance prevailed on both 
sides of the Atlantic. William 
Penn, the proprietor and first 
governor of that province, had 
greatly distinguished himself 
in England by his exertions in 
favour of civil and religious 
liberty ; and to him, perhaps, 
as much as to any individual, 
are the people of England and 
of this country indebted for the 
extent of religious liberty 
which they now enjoy. Hay- 
ing been personally the victim 

of intolerant principles, and 
haying suffered many menths 





PENNSYLVANIA. 


imprisonment and a variety of 
abuses, on account of his reli- 
gious principles, he resolved 
to establish in his own province 
a form’ of government which 
should not interfere with the 
rights of conscience. In con- 
sequence of this wise resolu- 
tion, Pennsylvania became re- 
nowned as an asylum for the 
oppressed and persecuted of 
other countries; its popula- 
tion rapidly increased, and a 
great variety of sects enjoyed 
such liberty as could not be 
found in any other country. 
This variety of denominations 
continues to the present day. 
For many years the Quakers 
were the majority and the gov- 
ernment was principally in 




































. 
their hands ; but they werg not 
of a disposition to render evil 


for evil, or to exclude others - 


from those rights and_privi- 
leges which they claimed for 
themselves. We shall net 
pretend to enumerate all the 
distinct denominations which 
inhabit that State. But there 
you may find, in-addition to the 
Friends or Quakers, Roman 
Catholics, Episcopalians after 
the form of the Church of Eng- 
land, Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents of different names, 
German and Swedish Luthe- 
rans, Baptists, German Calvin- 
ists, Mennonists, Moravians, 
Swenckfelders, the followers 
of Swedenborg, Dunkers or 
Junkards and Jews. 

Many of these denomina- 
tions are well known in New- 
England; of some of them 
which are less known a brief 
account will be given. 


Mennonists or Mennonites. 


This sect takes its name 
from Menno Simon of the 
Netherlands They, howeycr, 
profess to derive their princi- 
ples and practice from the an- 
cient Church of Thessalonica. 
After suffering persecutioa in 
various places and various 
forms, on the continent of Eu- 
rope, many of the sect fled for 
refuge to Pennsylvania, being 
encouraged so to do by Wm. 
Penn. They are now said to 
be a very numerous sect, and 
avery industrious, and virtu- 
ous people. They reject in- 
fant baptism ; ‘and in regard to 
oaths and war they agree with 
the Friends. 


Dunkers or Dunkards, 
These are also a sect of Ger- 


in Pennsyivania. 
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man Baptists, much less nu- 
merous than the Mennonists. 
They are singular in some of 
their opinions, customs, and 
manners. <A society of this 
denomination at Ephrata, in 
Pennsylvania, dress in a.kind 
of uniform, wear long beafds, 
live on acommon stock, ¢at 
no flesh, drink no _ wine, and 
use no tobacco. The menand 
women live in different hou- 
ses, or different apartments of 
the same building. They -de- 
ny the lawfulness of oaths and 
war, and are a quiet, inoffensive 
people. They meet for wor- 
ship on the first day of the 
week, but observe the seventh 
day as the Sabbath. 


Swenckfelders or Swenckfeldi- 
ans. 

This poople are so called 
from Casper Swenckfeld, who 
at the time of the reformation’ 
was a preacher of some note. 
The society founded by him 
were for many years tolerated 
in Silesia ; but afterwards, be- 
ing persecuted, they were in- - 
duced to remove to Upper 
Lusatia, where they enjoyed 
liberty fora few years. Bee 
ing again oppressed they re- 
moved to Pennsylvania, 

That they were a valuable 
Society in Europe is evident 
from the edict of Frederic, 
King of Prussia, by which they , 
were invited to return to his 
dominions. The edict was 
dated ** March 8th, 1742.,’’ 
The following extract is much 
to the honour of the Society : 

“ Be it known to all to whom 
these presents may come : 
Whereas we do hold nothing 
to be more contrary to nature 
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and reason, and the principles 
of the christian religion, than 
the forcing of tuc subject’s 
consciences, and to persecute 
them, about any other dissent- 
ing doctrines, which do not 
concern the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the christian religion ; 
so we have most graciously re- 
solved,. the so-called Swenck- 
feldians, who were exiled, out 
of animprudent zeal of reli- 
gion, to the irreparable damage 
of the commerce and country, 
again to recall them into our 
Sovereign Dutchy of Nether 
Silesia. We have therefore 
thought fit to assure those, by 
these presents, who confess 
themselves to be of the said 
doctrine, upon our royal word, 
that they shall and may safely 
return, not only to our sover- 
eign Dutchy of Nether Silesia, 
but also into all our provinces, 
peaceably to live and trade 
there ; since we not only re- 
ceive them into our special 
protection, but also will give 
them all necessary supply, for 
the promoting of commerce ; 
and to all of them who several 
years ago were deprived of 
their habitations and effects, 
in our country of Silesia, in 
case they are not paid for by 
the new possessors,they shallbe 
restored without any reward.” 
Such was the opinion of 
Frederic respecting the loss 
vhich had been sustained by 
the exile of an industrious and 
exemplary people, who main- 
tained that oazhs and wars were 


inconsistent with the precepts. 


of the gospel. 


Moravians or United Brethren. 


This sect is denominated 


Moravians from Moravia, a 
country in which they former. 
ly lived. United Brethren is 
the name they assume. These 
people have spread themselves 
into every quarter of the globe, 
and by their extraordinary la- 
bours to publish the gospel, 
and by their amiable and pa- 
cific spirit, they have obtained 
ahigh character among the 
religious denominations, both 
in Europe and America. In 
1733,a party of them were in 
expectation of making a set- 
tlement in Georgia, and an a- 
greement had been made with 
the Trustees, that “they should 
be exempted from taking an 
oath and bcaring arms.” But 
afterwards they found that this 
gave umbrage to some per- 
sons, from whom they expect- 
ed better things; they there- 
fore resolved on going to Penn- 
sylvania. In that state they 
have acquired not only proper- 
ty but an excellent reputation 
for industry, economy, good 
order and a peaceable “disposi- 
tion. In their manner of edu- 
cating children they are sup- 
posed to excel almost eycry 
oths:r sect in the country. 

An account of the Harmon- 
ist Society was given in the 
Number for January. When 
this society lived in Pennsyl- 
vania there were no less than 
six religious denominations in 
that state who had renounced 
wars and fightings, as prohibit- 
ed by him who came not to 
destroy men’s lives Lut to save 
them. ‘To these six pacific 
sects the Shakers may be ad- 
ded for a seventh in our coun- 
try. 

All these sects have been 
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reproached and calumniated: 


as heretics and fanati¢S 53 and 
six of them have suffered se- 
vere persecutions on account 
of their religious principles, 
and have often been treated as 
the filth and offscouring of the 
earth. We shall not pretend 
that either of these sects have 
been free from error or fanati- 
cism, nor that all the mem- 
bers of these socicties have 
been exempt from immorality. 
But does it not behove the 
more numerous and popular 
sects of christians, seriously to 
attend to the following inqui- 
rics: Are the seven sects, who 
have renounced war, sinners a- 
bove all other people in our 
land ? Considered as_ sects, 
have not their morals been 
more pure, harmless and inof- 
fensive, than the morals of any 
one of the larger sects which 
has retained the principles, the 
spirit and the practice of war? 
Suppose they are in some er- 
rors and even great errors, is 
it certain that they retain any 
error which is so gross, or so 
fatal, as those opinions of oth- 
er sects, which have filled 
christendom with manslaugh- 
ter and desolation? Has their 
supposed fanaticism been ofa 
sanguinary character? Has it 
led them to seek the ruin of 
their fellow-men, to embrue 
their hands in the blood of their 
brethren, on account of differ- 
ences, either in religion or 


in Pennsylvania. 
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politics ? If not, may we not 
say that their fanaticism has 
been of a very harmless char- 
acter, compared with the fa- 
naticism of the warring sects? 
Had the supposed error of the 
seven sects, in regard to war, 
been adopted by all the other 
sects, would it not have pre- 
vented an immense amount of 
sin and misery ? Would it not 
in fact, have proved a very sal- 
utary and saving principle ? 
Would not this principle, if a- 
dopted by all men, put an end 
to the most horrible of all the 
calamities with which the world 
has been visited? Can it then 
be reasonable to suppose, that 
an opinion of such a character 
is entitled to no better name 
than Aeresy, delusion, or fanat- 
icism? May we notat least use 
as mild language as M. Bris- 
sot did in speaking of the same 
opinion in the Quakers, “ This 
error of their humanity is so 
charming, that it is almost as 
good as the truth?’ TZvrave 
els, fi. 230. 

The same writer observes, 
“It is to be wished, for the 
happiness of the Indians and 
the peace of America, that all 
the planters of the frontiers 
possessed the pacific princi- 
ples of the Quakers ; a lasting 
union would soon be formed 
between them ; and _ blood 
would no longer stain the fur- 
rows which American industry 
traces in the forests.” p. 22u, 


——_ 


THE WAY TO SECURE 


GOVERNMENTS, like clocks, 
go from the motion men give 
them ; andas governments are 
made and moved by men, so 


A GOOD GOVERNMENT, 


by them they are ruined too’ 
Wherefore governments rather 
depend on men, than men on 
governments. Let men be 
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good, andthe government can- 
not be bad; if it be ill, they 
will cure it. But if men be 
bad, let the government be 
never so good, they will en- 
<leavour to warp and spoil it to 
their turn. 

-I know some say let us have 
good laws and no matter for 
the men that execute them; 
but let them consider, that 
though good laws do well, good 
men do better. For good laws 
may want good men, and be e- 
vaded or abolished by ill men ; 
but good men will never want 
good laws, nor suffer ill ones. 
Itis true that good laws have 
some awe upon ill ministers, 
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but that is when they have not 
power ,to escape or abolish 
them, and the people are gen- 
erally wise and good; but a 
loose and depraved people love 
laws and an administration like 
themselves. That therefore 
which makes a good constitu- 
tion must keep it, viz. men of 
wisdom and virtue—qualities, 
that because they descend not 
with worldly inheritance, must 
be carefully propagated by a 
virtuous education of youth; 
for which after ages will owe 
more to founders and the suc- 
cessive magistracy than to their 
parents for their private patri- 
monies. PENN. 
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EARLY PREJUDICES AGAINST INOCULATION FUR THE SMALL POX, 


In 1721 “the small pox made 
great havoc in Boston and some 
of the adjacent towns :—of 5889 
persons whé took it in Bos- 
ton 844died. Inoculation was 
introduced upon this occasion, 
contrary to the minds of the in- 
habitants in general, and not 
without hazard to the lives of 
those who promoted it, from 
the rage of the people. Dr. C 
Mather, one of the principal 
ministers of Boston had observ- 
ed in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions, a letter of Timonius 
from Constantinople, and a 
treatise of Pylarinus, Venetian 
consul at Smyrna, giving a 
favourable account of the op- 
eration, and he recommended 
a trial to the physicans of the 
town, when the small pox first 
began to spread ; but they all 
declined it, except Doctor 
Boylston, who made himself 
very obnoxious.—To show the 
confidence he had of success, 


he began with his own children 
and servants. Many sober, pi- 
ous people were struck with 
horror, and were of opinion 
that ifany of his patients should 
die he ought to be treated as a 
murderer. The vulgar were 
enraged to that degree, that his 
family was hardly safe in his 
house, and he often met with 
affronts and insults in the 
streets.” 

“The justices of the peace 
and selectmen of the town call- 
ed together the physicians, 
who, after mature deliberation, 
came to the following conclu- 
sions— That it appears by nu- 
merous instances, inoculation 
has proved the death of many 
persons, soon after the opera- 
tion, and brought distempers 
upon many others which in 
the end proved deadly to them. 
That the natural tendency of 
infusing such malignant filth 
in the mass of the blood is to 
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cerrupt and putrify it, and if 
there be not a ‘sufficient dis- 
charge of the malignity by the 
place of incision or elsewhere, 
it lays a foundation for many 
dangerous diseases. That the 
continuing the operation a- 
mong us is likely to prove of 
the most dangerous conse- 
quence.” 

“ The common people im- 
bibed the strongest prejudices, 
and such as died by inocula- 
tion were no more lamented 
than self-murderers. Dr. 
Mather, the first mover, after 
having been reproached and 
vilified in pamphlets and news+ 
papers, was at length attacked 
in amore violent manner. His 
nephew, Mr. Waiter, one of 
the ministers of Roxbury, hav- 
ing been privately inoculated 
in the Dector’s house in Bos- 
ton, a villain, about three o’- 
clock in the morning, set fire 
to the fuze ofa granado shell, 
filled with combustible stuff, 
and threw it into the chamber 
where the sick man was lodged. 
The fuze was fortunately beat 
off by the passing of the shell 
through the window, and the 
wild fire spent itself upon the 
floor. 

“The moderate opposers 
urged that the practice was to 
be condemned as trusting more 
to the machination of men 
than to the all wise providence 
of God in the ordinary course 
of nature, and ds tending to 
propagate distempers to the 
destruction of mankind, which 
proved it to be criminal in its 
hature anda species of mur- 
der.” 

“At length the House of 
Representatives laid hold of it, 
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and a bill was brooght in and 
passed to prohibit all persons 
from inoculation for the small 


pox; but the council were in: 


doubt and the bill stopped. 

“ Such is the force of preju- 
dice. All orders of men in 
that day, in a greater or less 
proportion, condemned a prac- 
tice which is now generally 
approved, and to which many 
thousands owe the preservation 
of their lives.”—Hutchinson’s 
flist. Volar. ft. 273, 4, 5. 

This portion of history may 
justly be employed as a warn- 
ing to people of the present 
age, to beware of rashly ccen- 
suring proposed innovations 
in opinion and practice. Such 
has been the attachment of 
mankind to hereditary opinions 
and customs, that the most 
useful improvements have had 
to encounter a flood of ob- 
loquy and abuse before they 
could obtain an impartial hear- 
ing. 

To show how liable even 
good men are to be misled by 
their passions and prejudices, 
I will quote from Hutchinson 
some other passages relating 
to the conduct of our ances- 
to"s :— 

In the year 1723, by the le- 
gislature of Massachusetts col- 
ony “ Premiums were granted 
for Indian scaifis and frrison- 
ers!” Vol. it. p. 294. 

Inthe same year “the at- 
tempt was made to engage the 
six nations of the Scatacook 
Indians in the war, and com- 
missioners were sent to Alba- 
ny empowered to promise a 
bounty for every scalp, if they 
would go out against the ene- 
my !”? p, 302. : 
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In 1725, “The government 
inicreased the premiums for 
Indian scalps and captives to 
one hundred pounds!” p. 301. 

Thus we see that the same 
christian people who esteem- 
ed inoculation a “ species 
of murder,” could offer pre- 
miums for Indian Scalps, and 
try to persuade seven peacea- 
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ble tribes to make war or 
their brethren by the inhuman 
proposal of a large bounty on 
human scalps! Our posterity, 
however, will not find it diffi- 
cult to detect as great incon- 
sistency in the, conduct of 
christian rulers of the present 
day. 


at + in 


MORAL AND RELIGIOUS NARRATIVE.—-No, III. 


_— 


Ministers not Useless. 


Mr. Evansén was one of 
those infidels, with whom our 
country abounded some few 
years ago, when the writings 
of Paine possessed an influ- 
ence so far beyond their im- 
portance. He had learned to 
abhor priestcraft in its worst 
forms, and passion prevented 
him from perceiving in the ve- 
ry name of priest any thing 
but tyranny, treachery, and 
deceit. He belonged to a 
small and peaceful country 
congregation, which was spir- 
itually fed by a worthy pastor, 
whom malice itself -could not 
assail for one defect of charac- 
ter. But he was a priest, and 
therefore appeared to the un- 
discriminating eyes of Mr. 
Evanson more like a monster 
of mythology, than as a model 
of humanity. By constantly 
exercising his imagination, our 
infidel at length began to be- 
lieve what he at first only fan- 
cied, till finally he professed 
himself the open and unrelent- 
ing enemy of one of the most 
innocent men. I believe Iam 
not relating circumstances en- 
tirely fictitious. It must be 
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within the memory of many of 
my readers, that the enthusi- 
asm of infidelity has wrought 
up its votaries to fits of ex- 
travagance and zeal, which 
have rarely been equalled by 
the warmest bigots. That 
humble clergyman straggled 
through his arduous duties 
amidst persecution so unpro- 
voked, and hostility so unde- 
served, and at length die in 
middle life. 

“ We will have no minister, 
Mr. Moderator,’’ exclaimed a 
voice at a town-meeting a few 
weeks after the decease of 
the pastor whom we have just 
mentioned. ‘ The priesthood 
has always been a curse to the 
world. Let us try and see if 
we cannot live without these 
useless appendages to society. 
Will our fields produce a bet- 
ter harvest, will our lives be 
prolonged, will our health be 
maintained by one or two ser- 
mons a week? I wish, sir, that 
the motion before us might be 
indefinitely postponed.’ It 
was the voice of Mr. Evanson. 
Happily, there was not one 
person present on whom his 








arguments or his talents had a- 
ny effect. And without deign- 
ing to reply to him, they vot- 
ed almost unanimously to call 
a pious young man to the 
charge of their congregation, 
whom their late pastor had 
earnestly recommended as his 
successor. 

Need I describe the sallen- 
ness, the malice, the disap- 
pointment which disfigured the 
countenance of this‘ incendia- 
ry? He retired home to wreak 
on his family that vindictive 
humour to which his fellow- 
citizens in public were impen- 
etrable. He forbade their at- 
tendance on the ordination, and 
commanded them never to ap- 
pear at meeting. Strange is 
the inconsistency of man! He, 
whose sole God was reason, 
and who pretended that he 
could overthrow the whole 
system of religion by argu- 
ment, was unable to obtain a- 
mong the meanest of his de- 
pendants a single proselyte, 
and was obliged almost to re- 
sort to physical force in order 
to ensure their -outward ac- 
‘quiescence in his wishes and 
Opinions ! 

Nature, as I before intima- 
ted, had given Mr. Evanson a 
mind of a respectable order. 
He had been early fond of 
books, and was habituated to 
reflection on certain subjects, 
respecting which his prejudi- 
ces had not been , unhappily 
excited. He could be agree- 
able in conversation. He could 
contribute amusement and in- 
formation. He was himself 
‘delighted to learn. But he 
was situated in a wilderness, 
as it respected every thing be- 
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longing to philosophy or liter- 
ature. There lived but one 
person near him, who was at 
at all qualified for such an in- 
tercouse as he would gladly 
cultivate. But that person 
was his hated minister! How 
many pangs and struggles 
would agitate his mind at the 
thought of this circumstance ! 
How. often would he inwardly 
murmur that his imaginaryfoe 
united to the advantages of a 
public education the worthless- 
ness of piety. ‘ Perhaps,” he 
would say to himself, “ this 
priest might solve many diffi- 
culties which nature presents 
before me. Perhaps he could 
enlarge and improve my mind 
by communicating! the results 
of his studies on some .of my 
favourite subjects. But shall 
J undergo the mortification of 
retracting ? Shall I court his 
acquaintance? Shall I be -on 
terms of friendship with a 
priest?” He lost sight of his 
virtues, his knowledge, his in- 
nocence and worth, and he 
thought only of the character 
that he had gathered from 
books, heightened and aggra- 
vated bythe ribaldry of Paine, 
and the workings of his own 
dark imagination. 

These two persons would of 
course sometimes encounter 
each other in society. The 
marks of deference, untinged 
by the least particle of super- 
stition, which were constantly 
paid to the clergyman, could 
not but excite the uneasiness 
and envy of his unaccountable 
enemy. And yet Mr. Evan- 
son’s good sense would often 
make him perceive the inyalu- 
able influence whith the pas- 
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tor exercised over his flock. 
Amidst a society of labourers, 
and tmnechanics, and tradesmen, 
he saw one person at least who 
couid think and study for the 
others. There was a guide for 
conversation; there was an 
authority in disputes ; there 
was.a source of information ; 
there was an example of de- 
portment, all united in that one 
person ; and yet no assump- 
. tyon of superiority, no inter- 
ference in debate, no vanity of 

communication, and no author- 
. ity of demeanour, to shock, or 
. disgust, orrepulse. Thusthe 
idea of the priest would often 
momentarily slide out of Mr. 
Evanson’s mind, and he would 
think that he was listening on- 
ly to the gentleman and the 
scholar, and if he brought 
malice and hatred along with 
him, he certainly carried some 
knowledge and gratification ar 
Way. 

Nearly in this position did 
circumstances remain for_sey- 
eral years. The pastor grew 
stronger in the affections ofhis 
flock, his usefulness among 
them increased, and his fame 
extended more and more 
through all the surrounding 
churches. Time and reflec- 
tion likewise graduaily smooth - 
ed away many of the rough 
parts of the infidel’s character. 
He saw that the most princi- 
pled men were in genera] the 
most religious ; he witnessed 
the different effects of his own 
mode of bringing up his chil- 
dren and that of his pious 
neighbours in bringing up 
theirs. Especially, he had op- 
portunity to observe, that ow- 
ing to different circumstances 
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of the church, and the preys- 
lence of more correct and en- 
larged conceptions respecting 
the institutions of the gospel, 
the priesthood of modern times 
are wholly unlike the priest- 
hood of ecclesiastical history. 
Besides, age was now creeping 
on apace; the flush and the 
self-importance of maturity 
had subsided; the world a- 
bout him seemed bereft of that 
stamp of eternity and undecay- 
ing vigour, which the con- 
sciousness of his own strength 
had formerly lent to it; the 
pride of reason had _ too often 
been checked and mortified 
still to believe itself omnipo- 
tent ; he felt his own helpness- 
ness ; he would cling to some 
higher power if he could; he 
would cultivate an intercourse 
with the unseen world, with 
the ‘ Maker of his frame ;’ but, 
who shall be the medium? 
who shall relieve that cloud of 
distressing doubts, which had 
so long darkened his soul, who 
shall meet all his blasphemous 
scruples, and crush them ? who 
shall vindicate for him the 
ways of God to man, and lead 
him in ~~ way which is ever- 
lasting ? He knew of but one 
person, whose manner of life, 
whose education, whose expe- 
rience, whose course of think- 
ing, whose character, render- 
ed him a proper confident in 
this trying season. Oh, how 
humbled were his feelings ! 
But the complacency of his 
most intoxicated pride had 
never given him any thing 
like the sweet satisfaction 
which that humility imparted 
now. He sought the socicty 
of him, whom he had Iecng 








shufined, he  scareely knew 
why, and long had reproached, 
he almost knew not how. He 
was rectived, as if he had 
peen a friend for life. His 
feelings were entered into-at 
c>ce; his doubts were antici- 
) ted and met; his views were 
« aredup and widened by the 
] ont reasoning and the en- 
] ‘ned representations of 
< yno had made such sub- 
‘he themes of his morn- 
i oon, and evening con- 
t  olations. Life now began 
ppear in different colours 
our former infidel. His 
ert had a feeling quite 
strange to it; it was as. Wa 
tide of benevolence had gush- 
ed in and driven away the tur- 
bid humours which had so 
long stagnated there. In the 
mean time, he did not forget 
to whom, by the blessing of 
heaven, he was indebted for 
the happy change that had ta- 
ken place in his character ; 
and he maintained no more 
that ministers were “ useless 
appendages to society.” 
Henceforth he became the 
constant frequenter of public 
worship, In consequence, he 
grew more and more attached 
to one, who led his devotions, 
who directed his thoughts to 
proper subjects of religious 
meditations, who taught him 
especially ew to think, and 
who, by showing him from 
time to time, the workings of 
the human heart, and the fac- 
ulties of the human soul, com- 
municated to him the invalua- 
ble arts of self-knowledge, and 
self-government. This he 
foundin his own ‘case to be 
the effect of pulpit ministra- 
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tions ; and when he’ looked 
upon the smali sphere around 
him, he had ho reason to’dowbt 
that the same exertions were 
equally efficacious on the ex- 
perience of his friends “and 
neighbours. He saw much 
happiness flowing from ‘the 
ministrations of the sanctuary ; 
he saw life there under ‘ifs 
best and noblest forms, and he 
saw as well as* felt the’ ‘most 
undeniable and matifest im- 
provement of character atising 
from the preaching of one 
man. He had therefore a 
right to conclude that such 
were the excellent ‘effects of 
the labours of the enlightened 
clergy throughout ‘the chris- 
tian world. 

By the united‘ misfortune 
and fraud ofa friend for whom 
he had become responsible’ to 
alarge amount; ‘he saw very 
nearly the whole of his estate 
seized and conveyed from his , 
possession. In declining years, 
and with a large family around 
him, he could not but feel this 
stroke severely. Indced; ac- 
cording to his own confession, 
his sensations would have been 
stung to madness, had ‘it not 
been for the mila interposi- 
tion and heavenly advice, and 
sweet consolations which were 
lent him by his minister. With 
what peculiar effect did les- 
sons of fortitude and resigna- 
tion now come from one, who 
was himself never immersed in 
the cares and perplexitiés and 
world!iness of this mortal life ! 
How disinterested his sympa- 
thy ! How powerful his exhor- 
tations | Who buta person to- 
tally separated from the toil- 
some routine and the strug- 
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gles of rivalry in which the 
majority of mankind are invol- 
ved, could so well command 
the unfortunate bondsman to 
set his thoughts and affections 
rather on things above than on 
things on the earth? The 
person, whose simple narra- 
tive we are relating, felt this, 
and had reason to bless hea- 
ven for the institution of a 
christian priesthood. 

This person had a son, for 
whom his heart felt more than 
the usual fondness of a father. 
Every gift of genius, many 
splendid virtues, and many of 
the milder attractions belong- 
ed to his character. But long 
before his reason opened, he 
had become a convert to his 
father’s infidelity. The seeds 
were sown too early and too 
deep to be rooted up at pleas- 
ure. The. conversion of the 
parent was not accompanied 
by the conversion of the child. 
Irreligion was too strongly for- 
tified by passion, by youthful 
confidence, by the pride of o- 
pening reason, and by the sar- 
«<astic vigilance of gay com- 
panions, to resign its posses- 
sion of the young man’s soul. 
The life he had led, was a 
practical commentary on the 
lessons and example he had 
received. At the loss of his 
father’s property, he plunged 
deeper into excesses. His 
vices were not checked, they 
only became meaner, and his 
father saw too plainly that he 
was irrevocably given up to 
ruin. Few caf imagine the 
agonies of recoliection and an- 
ticipation which thus harrass- 
ed the old man’s soul. And 
few, who have not felt the pow- 
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er of religion, can imagine the 
mitigations which were pour- 
ed into it, by the voice of one, 
whose. sole business it was, 
like hig master, to go about 
doing good. In a word, the 
conversation of a priest heal- 
ed the very despair which 
could trace its origin up to the 
mistaken hatred of priests. 
But this was not all. He 
hada daughter to whom he 
looked to smooth and soften 
the pillow of his age by her 
cares, and to perfume it by 
her virtues. She was to him 
a jewel of excellence, a flower 
of beauty—his pride and his 
idol, and the charm of his ex- 
istence. But the tomb claim- 
ed her, and left him—no, not 
desclate. The common friend 
of both remained behind. He 
remained behind, who, as he 
wiped away his own tears, 
taught the bereaved father by 
example, as well as by precept, 
the art of religious consolation. 
How weighty, how forcible, 
how efficacious, came that con- 
solation from the mouth of the 
minister of God! From him, 
who professed to stand asa 
link between the seen and the 
unseen worlds! Had no other 
circumstance occurred to re- 
concile Mr. Evanson to our 
clergyman, yet that reconcill- 
ation must have taken place 
inevitably, in consequence of 
the devout and sympathetic 
supplication offered up to the 
God of all grace and conso- 
lation, on the day that his 
daughter was consigned to the 
grave. The most hardened 
infidel opens his ear to the 
voice from the sanctuary, 
when sorrow and crushed ten- 








derness have closed it upon 
the world. 

We have but one scene more 
in which to present these two 
persons together It was the 
dying scene. It is here that 
the most brilliant triumphs of 
the ministers of religion are 
displayed. What would have 
been Mr. Evanson’s departing 
horrors, if his hand had not 
been pressed, nor his dying 
palpitations watched, nor his 
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Jone together for an ‘hour. 
The whole family were then 
called in, and after a solemn, 
and pathetic address, in whith 
he bade them farewell, and 
bequeathed to them the rich- 
est treasures of advice, these 
were the last words he ever 
uttered: “ And above all, you 
will exercise an undiminished 
and perpetual reverence for 
the ministers of religion. Had 
it not been for him who now 





despair allayed, by the very stands at the side of my 
man whom he once shuddered bed - 
to encounter’? They were a- 
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CONSOLATION FOR MOURNERS. 


Mr. Epiror, 

By inserting the following 
in your very interesting and 
valuable miscellany, you will 
afford comfort, I doubt not, to 
many hearts, and will satisfy 
more than 

ONE SUBSCRIBER. 
Sir, ; 

I nave been sometime a 
widow, but when Heaven took 
away my husband, he left me 
one comfort, a child,a daugh- 
ter, to moderate the sorrows 
of my condition, She reached 
her twentieth year, and was, 
what for me to say, would be 
supposed to be a mother’s 
fondness; let others praise 
her; my life was wrapt up in 
her, nor was her duteous re- 
turn of gratitude less than my 
affection. I have lost her; 
death has torn her from my 
arms. For two months I was 
inconsolable, my tears flowed 
incessantly, and, like Rachel, 
1 refused to be comforted. A 
kind, unknown friend sent me 
the enclosed letter which con- 





vinced me that my immoder- 
ate sorrow was folly and im- 
piety. I have tried to con- 
quer my affliction, and submit 
to the will of Heaven. My 
loss is not uncommon, and 
those reasons which have been 
of so much use to me, may 
possibly, in the like case, af- 
ford comforttoothers, I send 
them to you that they may be 
communicated to the public. 
The office you assume, de- 
mands of you every action of 
humanity, and none can be 
more truly so than to comfort 
the afflicted, and calm the stor- 
my soul to peace. Iam, ke. 


MaApDAM, 

Your daughter is not dead. 
You have not lost her. She 
has gone before youto her na- 
tive country, whither yourself 
must shortly follow. Then 
why those streaming eyes, 
those vain laments, those ag- 
onies of woe? Can you recal 
her, or would you if you could? 
Consider calmly, had some 
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mighty prince required her 
attendance, would you not with 
joy have sent her te his courts? 
Would you not have parted 
with her pleased with the con- 
sideration of her advantage ? 
In her absence would not your 
mind be satisfied with having 
well disposed of her? Can 
you grudge her to the king of 
Heaven, in whose presence is 
fullness of joy and pleasures 
forevermore ? 

But for yourself these sor- 
rows flow, nor will I in mod- 
eration, blamethem. She was 
the dearest blessing of your 
life ; a child, a companion, a 
friend, dutiful, obliging and 
sincere, all this, and more. 
She was the wonder and de- 
Jight of all who knew her. But 
the more her goodness, the 
greater her reward, and that 
should be your comfort. 

The Almighty Author of all 
things has a right to dispose, 
as He pleases, of all his crea- 
tures, and it is impious in us 
to murmur at his dispensa- 
tions. From Him she camc, 
to Him you owe the joy she 
gave you for ninetetn years 
together. Does this demand 
no gratitude, and can you be 
angry because God has resum- 
ed what he but only lent? Ex- 
amine human life. View its 
most cheerful side, its gaities, 
its joys, its pleasures. Alas, 
how low, how trifling and how 
transient all ! Consider youth, 
health and beauty, how quick- 
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ly are they gone! Is not the 
body subject every moment te 
accident, to pain, to sickness ; 

the mind to anxious cares, a 
piercing griefs, and would you 


wish your daughter back | sain 
from heaven to such a «‘xte ? 
Where she now “is, »© ‘ears 
will ever flow ;no s y. no 
discontent, no pai! ver 
there be known. | the 
face of God, to sin is- 
es and admire his to 
possess the full fru: ¥- 
ery hope, and that | 2s ins 
finite, how vast the thought, 


how unspeakable the felicity ! 

Methinks I see her amidst a 
crowd of celestial inhabitants, 
encircled with glory, chanting 
hymns to her Creator for so 
scon releasing her from the 
sorrows of mortality. 

Now, will you still lament, 
and let self love so far prevail, 
as to repine at your Oat when 
she has gained somuch ? How 
trifling was your pleasure in 
her society, compared with 
her eternal happiness ! Dry up 
those tears then, for if in heav- 
en, any thing could interrupt 
her bliss, your grief, I am sure, 
would do so. Imagine her 
descending from the skies ar- 
rayed in brightness, and en- 
quiring the cause of your in- 
cessant love. Would you not 
blush to tell it, and must she 
not wonder that her felicity 
should bring you sorrow ? 
From the Universal Spectator. 
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A SECRET PRAYER. 


Mr. Epitor, 

At the earnest request of 
some enlightened friends, I 
transmit for your publication a 
prayer of ArchbishopTillotson, 
‘““which, as his publisher con- 
jectured, he used before com- 
posing his sermons.” We 
think it discovers a spirit so 
much in harmony with the 
gospel that it ought to be more 
widely diffused. 

Such a spirit, we believe, 
is slowly but surely becoming 
universal ; breathing the love, 
the mildness, the good will of 
its divine author; banishing 
the exclusive rancour, the par- 
ty zeal, the uncharitable bit- 
terness, the blood thirsty big- 
otry of intolerance and perse- 
cution. These black vapours, 
burdened with mildew and 
death, are dispersing before 
this spirit of truth, this spirit 
of God, this day-spring from 
on high, The features of the 
moral landscape begin to as- 
sume their native verdure and 
beauty. The smile of God 
seems to rest upon their fresh- 
ness; while glimpses of a still 
purer sky are opening above, 
“the bright dilating blue of 
Weaven.” O when will the 
broad illumination commence! 
When will the promises of Je- 
hovah be accomplished! All 
remain firm and immoveable, 
Even now, with a voice of faith, 
and the voice of thanksgiving, 
may we exclaim, Alleluia: for 
the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth. We will be glad, 
we will rejoice, we will give 
him glory. A. 
Vol. VIL—No. 4. 15 
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“O/ Lord God of truth I 
humbly beseech thee to en- 
lighten my mind by thy holy 
spirit, that I may discern the 
true way to eternal salvation ; 
and to free me from all preju- 
dice and passion, from every 
corrupt affection and interest, 
that may either blind me or 
seduce me in my search after 
it. 

Make me impartial in my 
inquiry after truth, and ready 
whenever it is discovered to 
me, to receive it in the love of 
it, to obey it from the heart, 
and to practise it in my life, 
and to continue stedfast in the 
profession of itto the end of 
my days. 

I perfectly resign myself, O 
Lord, to thy conduct and direc- 
tion, in confidence that thy 
mercy and goodness are such, 
that thou wilt not suffer those 
who sincerely desire to know 
the truth and rely upon thy 
guidance, finally to miscarry. 

And if in any thing which 
concerns the true worship and 
service of thee my God, and 
the everlasting happiness of 
my soul, I am in any errorand 
mistake, I earnestly beg of 
thee to convince me of it, and 
to lead me into the way of 
truth ; and to confirm and es- 
tablish me in it daily more and 
more. 

And I beseech thee, O Lord, 
always to preserve in me agreat 
compassion and sincere char- 
ity towards those that are in 
error, and ignorance of thy 
truth; beseeching thee to take 
pity on them, and to bring them 






























































114 


to the knowledge of it, that they 
may be saved. 

And because our blessed 
Saviour hath promised, that all 
that do his will shall know his 
doctrine; grant, O Lord, that 
I may never knowingly offend 
thee in any thing, or neglect 
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todo what I know to be thy 
will and my duty. 

Grant, O Heavenly Father, 
these my humble and hearty 
requests, for his sake, who is 
the way, the truth, and the life, 
my blessed Saviour and Re- 
deemer Jesus Christ.” Amen. 
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REPORT OF GOD'S TREATMENT OF THE FIRST MURDERER. 


Our civil tribunals in the 
trial of any cause, pay great 
veneratinn to ancient usages 
and immemorial customs ; and 
especially to precedents taken 
from higher courts in similar 
cases. Ican adduce a prece- 
dent which is of greater an- 
tiquity and of higher authori- 
ty, than any that can be found 
in all our law reports. It may 
be found in the reports of Mo- 
ses, the first reporter of law 
cases; and it stands recorded 
in the sacred volume, for our 
imitation. Itis thetrial and 
punishment of Cain for the 
murder of his brother Abel. 
Cain being under a theocrati- 
cal form of government, God 
himself was the sole judge. 

The crime of murder char- 
ged against Cain was aggrava- 
ted in many respects. It was 
fratricide, or the killing of a 
brother. It was committed 
immediately after the kindest 
assurances, encouragements, 
and promises, and the most 
solemn warnings from God, 
Gen, iv. 7. It was committed 
on a man of real piety, and 
without any provocation. The 
fact was proved, not by fallible 
semi-evidence, and uncertain 
conjectures, but by the incon- 
testible evidence of God’s own 
perfect knowledge ; and, ¢ by 


the voice of his brother’s blood 
crying toGod from the ground.’ 
And when the Lord said unto 
him, * Where is Abel thy broth- 
er?’ He replied, ‘I know not.’ 
He added to his former crime 
the heinous sin of lying. I 
had almost said, the sin of fer- 
jury, for we may well suppose, 
that to utter a falsehood in 
God’s immediate presence, 
and on such an occasion, would 
be as heinous a crime “as per- 
jury in our civil courts. But 
Cain was not content with hay- 
ing committed all these ag- 
gravated crimes ; he added an 
insulting question, ‘am I my 
brother’s keeper?’ Such an 
answer frem one man to his 
equal, would be deemed unciv- 
il. Ifgivenin our courts of 
law, it would be considered a 
high contempt of court. Then 
surely, such an answer, given 
to his God and Judge by a 
guilty culprit, when on trial 
for a heinous crime, would, by 
men, be condemned as an un- 
pardonable insult. ‘The sen- 
tence of such a vile murderer, 
even in this our half enlighten- 
ed age, probably, would be, 
‘ That you A. B. be taken from 
the place of your confinement 
to the place of execution, and 
there be hanged by the neck 
ui!l1 you be dead !’ And, per 








haps, for form sake, it might 
be added, ‘ and the Lord have 
mercy on your soul ?” 

But it was a very favourable 
circumstance for Cain, that he 
did not fall into the hands of 
men, ‘whose tender mercies 
are cruelty!’ All the punish- 
ment which God inflicted on 
Cain for this aggravated mur- 
der, was hard labour and ban- 
ishment. And Cain thought 
this was too severe; for he 
said unto the Lord, * My pun- 
ishment is greater than I can 
bear.’ And it appears that 
God compassionated his case. 
For upon Cain’s saying that, 
that ¢ it will come to pass that 
every one who findeth me will 
slayme.’ God kindly relieved 
him, not only from the danger 
itseif, but also from the fear- 
ful apprehensions of mind he 
was under. And the Lord set 
amark upon Cain, lest any 
finding him should kill him. 
Please to take notice. Not 
lest he should kill another man; 
the danger of which, (even in 
this our half humanized age) 
is urged by many in justifica- 
tion of the inhuman practice of 
putting murderers to death. 
But God, who best knew the 
human heart, knew that the 
danger of killing was on the 
other side; and therefore He 
took his measures accordingly, 
in order to prevent it. 

The mark which the Lord 
set upon Cain, whatever it may 
have been, answered a double 
purpose. It warned mankind 
not to commit murder; and 
not to take away the life of the 
murderer. In both these res- 
pects this mark was a more 
effectual, lasting, and benefi- 
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cial warning to mankind, than 
it would have been, to haye 
Seen a human being, created 
in the image of God, hanging 
ona halter under a gallows, 
and expiring in all the excru- 
ciating agonies and contor- 
tions of a violent and unnatu- 
ral death! Such an awful spec- 
tacle would doubtless give a 
greater shock to the feelings 
and sensibilities of human na- 
ture, than the punishment 
which God inflicted on Cain ; 
but the impression would be 
momentary, if not pernicious ; 
distressing while it lasted; but 
would not equally with the lat- 
ter, convince the understand- 
ing, and mend the heart. I 
might now conclude with this 
exclamation, what could God 
have done more than he hath 
done to prevent the effusion of 


human blood! But I am. con-. 


strained to mention one thing 
more. 

Although the mark placed on 
Cain. might answer its appoint- 
ed ends, as above mentioned, 
during his natural life, yet, 
lest they should be forgotten 


after his death, and that suc-. 


ceeding generations might be 
left. without excuse, God was 
pleased to leave on recorda 
most solemn declaration and 
warning to civil magistrates, 
and all others, not to shed the 
blood even of a murderer. And 
the Lord said unto him, (and 
probably in the hearing of oth- 
ers) * Whosoever slayeth Cain, 
vengeance shall be taken on 
him seven fold.’ 

Here let us pause a moment. 
These words demand our most 
serious.attention,for God spake 
them. bam willing that my 
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opponents. should give the 
most favourable construction 
to the text, which the words 
can consistently admit. I con- 
ceive their true meaning to be 
this,—That the vengeance, 
which God would have taken, 
here and hereafter, on any 
persdén or persons who should 
have taken away the life of 
Cain, although a murderer, 
would have been seven fold 
more than the punishment He 
had now laid upon Cain, mere- 
ly for the violation ofa civil 
duty. At any rate, the text 
denounces an awful doom on 
any person or persons who 
should have inflicted a capital 
punishment on Cain for the 
murder that he had commit- 
ted ! J must request all the 
defenders of sanguinaiy pun- 
isliments, once more to read 
with attention the whole of the 
proceedings in his trial, as 
they stand on record in the 
sacred yolume. They will 
find no dislocation of bones by 
the tortures of the rack; no 
burning at the stake ; no 
strangling by a halter undera 
gallows ; no life taken away, 
nor day of probation shortened ; 
not even a hair of Cain’s head 
scorched or plucked out. And, 
on due reflection, I request 
them to say, whether mankind, 
amidst all their witty and cru- 
cl inventions, have ever dis- 
covered any sanguinary pun- 
ishment that has had a more 
effectual tendency to reclaim 
the offender ; to deter others ; 
and to secure the public, than 
the punishment which God 
laid on Cain for the murder of 
his brother Abel. It is cer- 
tain, that by it the public was 
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effectually warned and secur- 
ed. And there is great rea- 
son to believe, that Cain was 
effectually reclaimed, for he 
regretted ‘being hid from 
God’s face.’ This was a hap- 
py omen of sincere repentance, 
and very different from what 
his parents exhibited, , whilst 
under the influence of impen- 
itent guilt; ‘they endeavoured 
to hide themselves from the 
presence of the Lord.’ It ap- 
pears that Cain lived many 
years aftcr this; and in all 
likelihood became a good mem- 
ber of society, ‘ for he builded 
a city,and called the name of 
the city after the name of his 
son, Enocu.’ 


The preceding article has 
been dorrowed for the perusal 
of our readers. Itis the sub- 
stance of one of five ‘ Essays on 
Capital Punishments,’ which 
originally appeared in the Her- 
ald, a newspaper published at 
Windham, in Connecticut. 
They were reprinted in Phila- 
delphia, in Poulson’s Daily Ad- 
vertiser. In 1811 they were 
printed in a Tract. In 1812, 
An Appendix by the author 
was published, containing an- 
swers to 13 objections. The 
whole has recehtly been pre- 
sented to the Editor by a 
Friend. However intelligent 
men may disagree as to the 
sentiments of this author, there 
can be but one opinion of his 
talents as awriter. The fourth 
Essay, which has now been 
given, is afair specimen of the 
ability with which the several 
arguments and objéctions are 
mariaged, Se 
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IMPROMPTU. 


Mr. Eprtror, 

I senpv you the following 
IMPROMPTU by agentleman in 
England, Alumnus of Harvard 
University, and respectable for 
his talents and character. It 
arose literally out of the cir- 
cumstances mentioned. It con- 
tains a moral, which the in- 
telligent reader will readily ap- 
ply to every sentiment, forced 
upon the public mind by cus- 
tom or antiquity, and unsup- 
ported by reason or scripture, 
whether such sentiment relates 
to church or state, to war or 
peace, Some of the party pres- 
ent, devoted to Aigh church 
and to the national ecciesias- 
tical establishments, were a lit- 
tle indignant, and thought the 
reader, who was educated a 
moderate dissenter, had evin- 
ceda want of reverence for the 
only true church 

In a conversation with a few 
friends on church government, 
a clergyman who was of the 
party said, ** No one was enti- 
tled to administer the offices 
of the church, who had not re- 
ceived Episcopal ordination ; 
for wherever the episcopal 
succession is preserved, there 
only is atrue Church. “ Nul- 
la Ecclesia sine Episcopo.” 
Tertullian. 

The opinion of the gentle- 
man being required, he replied, 
There is in the history of one 
of the Indian tribes in America 
an anecdote somewhat analo- 
gous, which with permission I 
will read. Taking down a book, 
he apparently read what fol- 
lows :— 


‘© As the Sun was hastening 
to cool himself in the placid 
waters of Lake Erie, Commem- 
oroonah, Sachem of the Tus- 
caroras, sat at the door of his 
wigwam, scouring his red-rust- 
ed scalping knife. Bambarrah, 
his faithful squaw, was prepar- 
ing hominee for the supper of 
her lord ; whilst their sons were 
striving, who with truest aim 
could direct the tomahawk. 

“At this interesting moment 
three envoys approached, bear- 
ing atalk from Alpequot, the 
renowned Sachem of the Chip- 
pewas; which they thus deliy- 
ered. 

“ Brother, when the great 
Spirit ¢reated Tobacco for the 
solace of red men, He deliver- 
ed to Animboonah, Father of 
the Chippewas, a torch, which 
the had lighted at the great, 
day-star-~The Chippewas have 
not suffered this celestial spark 
to be extinguished; but from 
it have all eur pipes been ig- 
nited for ninety nine thousand 
five hundred and fifty moans. 
This therefore, and this only is 
the true canonical fire; all 
other isunholy and damnable.® 
(A belt of wampum) 

“Brother, I send to you a 
portion of this sacred fire, pre- 
served by uninterrufited suc- 
cession, that with it you may 
light your pipe, and diffuse 
the blessing through your na- 
tion.” (A belt of wampum) 

* Accept this, and the Chip- 
pewas and ‘Tuscaroras. will 
smoke together the calumet of 
peace, so long as the Wabash 
shall pour its silyer waters ine 


* Ferunt, si justum est credi, etiam ignem ccelitus lapsum apud se sempi- 


tcrnis foculis custodire—Amm. Marce!linuse. 
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to the dark torrent ofthe Ohio. 
Reject it, andunstantly shall the 
red war-hatchet be dug from 
its repose ; and the warriors 
of Tuscarora shall be given 
as a feast to the sons of Anim- 
boonah. (A beltof wampum.) 

“ Decide ! for Alpequot will 
suffer no pipe to be smoked 
that is not lighted from the fire 
uninterrufitediy derived from 
the great day star.’ (Three 
belts of wampum) 

To this courtly message 
Commemoroonah returned this 
talk. 

“ Brothers ! Chinquolinga, 
my grandfather, whose girdle 
was always hung with the 
scalps of Chippewas, received 
from William Penn, the white 
Sachem, an amulet, which en- 



















Anticinaied fulfilling of the Prophecies &c, 


ables us to draw fire immediazea 
ly from the great day-star. 
With this the Tuscaroras arc 
accustomed to light their pipes. 
(A belt of wampum) 

“Our young men are expert 
at the tomahawk ; our squaws 
are ingenious at roasting pris- 
oners ; and the arm of Com. 
memoroonah has not lost its 
vigour.”” (Three belts of wam- 
pum) 

In the succeeding moon the 
scouts of Tuscarora gave no 
tice of the approach of Alpe- 
quot. Commemoroonah dress- 
ed an ambuscade. A battle 
was fought; and the bones of 
the Chippewas now lie bleach- 
ing on the plains of Musking- 
um. H. 


— 


ANTICIPATED FULFILLING OF THE 
LATTER 


Dr. Increase MATHER in 
his “ Exbortations to faith and 
fervency in prayer,” published 
in 1710, makes the following 
remarks. 

“The providence of God is 
calling us to prayer. Great 
things arc doing in the world. 
Wonderful revolutions there 
have been in our days, and 
greater are expected. Arenot 
the nations in travelling pains ? 
We see the beginning of sor- 
rows. Are not the judgements 
of God abroad in the earth ? 
The sword is devouring in ma- 
ny places, and in some the fam- 
ine and pestilence. A vial is 
pouring upon the earth: and if 
we consider our state, does it 
not call for prayer ? What 
frowns of heaven have been 
upon us! And so much the 


* page 87. 


PROPHECIES OF THE 


DAY. 


more should we be in prayer 
as we see the day approaching 
when the glorious prophecics 
and promises shall reccive 
their accomplishment. Weare 
assured that when the siz¢h 
trumpet, called also the second 
wo, has done its work, the 
seventh trumpet, called the 
third wo, will come quickly. 
Now there is reason to hope 
that the second wo is past, that 
is, that the Turk shall be no 
more such a plague to the 
christian world as for ages past 
he has been. At the time 
when the second wo passeth 
away there is to be a great 
carthquake ; in that earthquake 
onc of the ten kingdoms over 
which Antichrist has reigned 
will fall.*”°—“ There isa great 
earthquake among the nations. 








Indulgence for Robbery. 


MAY THE KINGDOM OF FRANCE 
BE THAT TENTH PART OF THE 
CITY WHICH SHALL FALL! 
May WE HEAR or a MIGHTY 


. 
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REVOLUTION rTHere! We 
shall then know that the king-. 
dom of Christ is at hand.”+¢ 

t page 97, 


ere. ee 


INDULGENCE FOR ROBBERY. 


Joun Terze., a Dominican 
inquisitor, employed to sell the 
indulgences of Pope Leo X. 
travelled throughout various 
parts of Europe persuading the 
people that the moment any 
person had paid the money for 
his indulgence, he might be 
certain of his salvation ; for all 
his crimes, however enormous, 
would be forgiven, At Leipsic, 
it is said, that after he had 
“scraped together a great deal 
of money from all ranks of 


people,” a nobleman who sus- 


pected the impostare, put this 
question to * him—* Can you 
errant absolution for asin which 
a man shall intend to commit 
in future ?” “ Yes,’? replied 
the frontless commissioner, 
“but on condition that the 
proper sum of money be ac- 
tually paid down.” The noble- 
man instantly produced the 
sura demanded, and in return 


received a diploma sealed and 
signed by Tetzel, absolving 
him from the unexplained 
crime which he secretly inten-: 
ded to commit. Not long af- 
ter, when Tetzel was about to 
leave Leipsic the nobleman 
made inquiry respecting the 
road he would probably travel, 
waited for him in ambush at.a 
convenient place, attacked and 
robbed him; then beat him 
soundly with.a stick, sent him 
back again to Leipsic with his 
chest empty, and, parting, said, 
‘“ This is the fault J intended 
to commit, and for which I 
have your absolution !” 

This humorous story is 
related by the cautious Secken- 
dorf, and may serve to show 
the almost incredible lengths 
to which the popish agents 
proceeded in the detestable 
traflic so clearly laid open by 
this anecdote. dm. Bap. Mag. 


mg 


LESSONS USEFUL 


A MAN of letters on viewing 
the destruction of his library 
by fire, observed, “I should 
have gained but little improve- 
ment from my books, if | knew 
aot how to bear the loss of 
them,” 


When Fenelon lost his li- 
brary by fire, he exclaimed— 
“God be praised that it is not 
the cottage of some poor fam- 
ily !? This was characteristic 


» 


AND ENTERTAINING. 


of the amiable archbishop of 
Cambray, and expressive of his 
compassion for the poor. By 
his tenderness towards the poor 
peasants, his kindness to them 
in their distresses, his habit of 
visiting them to impart to them 
of the good things of this life 
and the consolations ef religion, 
he gained their affections in a 
remarkable manner. They re- 
garded him as a father and ve- 
nerated his name lone after his 
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death. “ There, they would 
say, is the wooden chair in 
which our good Archbishop 
used to sit amongst us;” and 
wecping they would add “ Ah! 
we shall never see him more 2” 

FENELON wrote against the 
Jansenists, believing that their 
doctrine was dishonorary to 
God and injurious to man. 
‘What a terrible Being, said 
he, do they make of God! For 
my part I consider him as a 
good Being : And I can never 
consent to regard him as a ty- 
rant, who having fettered us, 
commands us to walk and then 
punishes us because we cannot 
obey him.” 

Still however Fenelon was 
averse to every mode of perse- 
cution. Let us be,” said he, 
“with respect to them, what 
they will not permit the Divine 
Being to be with regard to 
mankind, full of mercy and in- 
dulgence.” He was told that 
the Jansenists were his avowed 
enemics and omitted no op- 
portunity of decrying him and 
his doctrine ;—“ a more forci- 
ble reason still, said he, to for- 
bear and forgive them.’’—Fen- 
elon had learned of him who 
was meck and lowly of heart. 


On acertain day Louis XIV. 
attended church and was much 
astonished to find only one of 
his court present. He demand- 
ed the reason of the major of 
the guards, “ Sire, replied the 
oficer, I had given it out 
that your majesty would not 
attend divine service this 
morning. I was happy in 
your having an opportunity of 
knowing for yourself, those who 
come hither to pay their devo- 
tions to God, and those who 
only come to pay their court to 
your majesty.” 


Lorp chancellor King, ina 
conversation with Mr. Whiston, 
vindicated the practice of some 
of the English clergy, in sub- 
scribing articles of faith which 
they do not believe—“ because, 
said he, we must not lose our 
usefulness for scruples’’ Whis- 
ton asked his lordship “ wheth- 
er in his court they allowed of 
such prevarication ?” The 
chancellor answered, “* We do 
not.”” Whiston replied, ‘ sup- 
pose God Almighty should be 
as just in the next world as my 
lord chancellor is in this, where 
are we then !’’ 


—— ¢ 


CANDID REFLECTIONS BY AN ORTHODOX CONTROVERSIAL 
WRITER. 


“On complicated questions 
men will always differ in opin- 
ion but conscious each of the 
weakness of his own undcr- 
standing and sensible of the bi- 
as which the strongest minds 
are apt to receive from think- 
ing long in the same track they 
ought to differ with charity and 
meekness. 


Since unhappily there are 
still so many subjects of debate 
among those who name the 
name of Christ, it is doubtless 
every man’s duty, after divest- 
ing himself as much as possi- 
ble of prejudice, to investigate 
these subjects with accuracy 
and to adhere to that side of 
each disputed question which 
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after such ittvestigation appears 
to him to be the truth; but he 
transgresses the favourite pre- 
cept of his divine Master when 
he casts injurious reflections 
or denounces anathemas upon 
those who with equal sincerity 
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may view the matter in a dif- 
ferent light, and by his want of 
charity does more harm to the: 
religion of the Prince of Peace, 
than he would do good were he 
able to convert all mankind to . 
his own orthodox opinions.” 
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From the N. Y. Christian Herald. 
RELIGIOUS CONVENTION OF CHRIS- 
TIAN DENOMINATIONS. 

Ata meeting of Ministers of the 
Gospel and Christian brethren of dif- 
ferent denominations, convened on 
the 18th of December, 1817,,ateClear 
Creek Church, near Washington, in 
the State of Missisippi, pursuant to 
information publicly given, for the 
purpose of mutually reciprocating the 
expressions of Christian friendship, 
and endeavouring unifedly to pro- 
mote the common interests of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom ; the follow- 
ing ministers were present ;—Rev. 
David Cooper, Rev. William Mont- 
gomery, Rev. James A. Ranaldson, 
Rev. Daniel Smith, Rev. Lawrence 
Scarborough, Rev. John M. Menefee, 
Rev. Benjamin Davis, and Rev. Eli- 
as Cornelius, Missionary, Rev. Wm. 
M’ Mahon. 

The Rev. David Cooper was cho- 
sen Moderator, and Rey. E. Corneli- 
us, Secretary. 

The Meeting having been opened 
with divine worship, it was moved 
and seconded, that all officers of any 
Christian Church whomight be pre- 
sent, be considered as forming a 
of this Religious Convention: when 
it appeared that the following officers 
of churches were present :—Messrs. 
John Henderson, Abraham Galtney, 
Joel Pate, Wm. Foster, Wm. Snod- 
grass, 

At request, the Rev. Mr. Mont- 
gomery rose to explain the objects of 
the meeting as originally contempla- 
ted by the Rev. p aac | Bullen and 
ether ministers of the gospel, at whose 
request the appointment had been 
made. These objects it appeared 
wcre in a high degree benevolent, and 
such as every real friend of Christ, of 
whatever name, could not but regard 
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with equal concern. It was conceiv- 
ed that in all countries, —_ i 

in this, where the harvest is 
oa and the labourers few, there 
there should be as strong a bond of 
union among the different denomina- 
tions of Christiams as possible. As 
the grand object is one, so their ef- 
forts to obtain it should not be weak- 
eded by unnecessary divisions. It 
had long been a desideratum amonz 
the good, that practical demonstra~ 
tion should be given to the unbelievi 
and the ly, that however muc 
the followers of Christ might differ 
upon subjects of smaller 
they have in faot, a common interest 
—a common cause—the cause of vir- 
tue and of God. With the view of 
unitedly and effectually promoting 
this cause the present meeting had 
been called ; and it was hoped by 
the help of God it would soon 
pear that it had not been called in 
vain. i 

These sentiments were followed by 

the most ry ~ animated ex- 

ssions of mutu ore b 
fhe brethren present, all roan | 
to partake of the same spirit of love, 
and to be governed by the same pur- 
pose of united efforts for the promo- 
tion of true piety and Christian mo- 
rality. 

The Rev. Mr. Bullen having ar- 
rived, united in expressing his con- . 
gratulations on the occasion of the 
meeting,and explained still further the 
subjects originally contemplated for 
discussion, particularly the yer’ 
cy of an annual meeting of dif- 
ferent denominations of Christians in 
this wegen for the purpose of in- 
creasing and perpetuating those 
py results, which he beheved could 
not fail to be produced by such an 
extensive concentration of Chris- 
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fian influence and Christian ac- 
fion. 

With the design of carrying into 
execution the important objects of 
the meeting, it was moved and se- 
conded, that a committee of four 
persons be appointed, to draw up a 
aumber of resolutions expressive of 
the views and feelings of this meet- 
ing, with an address to the disciples 
of Christ ofevery denomination ; and 
that they report to-morrow morning 
at 11 o’clock. 

Méssrs. Montgomery, Ranaldson, 
Sutith; and Cornelius, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 

Moved and seconded, that’ divitie 
worship be opened in this place and 
a sermon delivered to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock. 

After prayer adjourned. 


Friday, Dec. 19th.—Met accord- 
ing to adjournment.—Opened the 
meeting with divitie worship. 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare a number of resolutions expres- 
sive of the views and feelings of this 
rheeting, with an address to Chris- 
tian professors of every name, report- 
ed the following, which were unani- 
mously approved and adopted. 

~ After bearing the report of the com- 

mittee, public worship was opened 
and a sermon delivered by Rev. Ek- 
as Cornelius, from Joe] iii, first clause 
of the 13th verse. 

After divine worship the business of 
the meeting was again resumed.— 
The. expediency of an annual meet- 
ing similar to the present, was dis- 
cussed : whereupon, it was resolved, 
unanimously, that a meeting be hol- 
den the third Thursday in November, 
1618, at Washington, to be entitled 
‘“ The Religious Convention of Chris- 
tian Denominations ; to be com- 
posed of ministers of the gospel in 
good standing, and officers or other 
official representatives of any Chris- 
tian church: | 

Rey. Daniel Smith, Rev. John M. 
Menefee, and Mr. William Snod- 
grass, were appointed a committee 
to superintend the printing and dis- 
tribution of five hundred copies of the 
minutes, resolutions, and address of 
this meeting. 

Concluded with prayer. 

1D. Cooper. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

1. Resolved unanimously, That « 
spirit of Christian affection and una- 
nimity be recommended and encour- 
aged among all Christian denomina- 
tions. 

2. Resolved, That it be recom- 
mended to christians of different de- 
nominations, to observe the - first 
Monday in every month as aseason 
of united. prayer, social or private, 
for the revival of religion in our land, 
for the success of the gospel among 
the heathen, and for the establish- 
ment of the Redcémer’s Kingdom a- 
mong all nations. 

3. Resolved, That the necessity of 
vital godliness, and of personal and 
family religion, be generally incvlca- 
ted and strongly enforced. 

4. Résolecd, That spceial care and 
attention should be paid to the pro- 
motion of the religious ediication of 
the rising generation; and that the 
utmost vigilance be recommended to 
prevent the diffusion of infidel princi- 
ples in the instruction of youth. 

5. Resolved, That united and 
vigorous exertions be recommended 
for the melioration of the morals of 
society ; especially as reiates to in- 
temperance, gambiing, profanity, and 
the abuse of the Sabbath day. 

6. Resolved, That genera] exer- 
tions be encouraged for the promo- 
tion of Bible Societies, and the dis- 
tribution of the sacred Scriptures. 


ADDRESS, 

To all who love the Lord Jesus in 
sincerity and truth. 
DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 

We are assembled at the present 
time, as the disciples of one Divine 
Master. We have laid aside (for the 
moment, and we trust for ever) all 
narrow sectarian views and feelings. 
Our prayers and praises have ascend- 
ed together to the throne of God. 
Our hearts have glowed with fervent 
affection for each other, for our Chris- 
tian brethren of whatever name, and 
for our common Lord. Our counsels 
have been combined for the prome- 
tion of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
And hitherto we have been of one 
heart and soul. Blessed be the Lord 
for what our eyes this day witness, 
and what our hearts this day feel. 

And now, dear brethren in Christ, 








we wish to make you all partakers of 
oer joys, of our counsels, and of our 
exertions. Therefore we haye pre- 
sented you with the ing resolu- 
tions. And if we mistake not, every 
heart, warm with the love of Jesus 
and with zeal for his cause, will give 
to each of them its explicit and cor- 
dial Amen. And we might 

with propriety content ourselves 
with simply saying, Ponder these re- 
solvesin the fear of God; drink in 
their spirit, so far ag it is the spirit of 
Christ ! and let the fruits of that spir- 
it appear in your lives. But, breth- 
ren, our feelings will not stop here. 
We should struggle in vain to repress 
them. Permit us then to pour into 
your sympathetic bosoms our whole 
heart and soul. 


Too long have the professed disci-. 


ples of Jesus of different denomina- 
tions, stood at an awful distance from 
each other. Cruel jealousies and sus- 
picions have rankled in too many of 
their bosoms. Bickerings and strifes 
have marred too much of thgir social 
intercourse. And even the sacred 
desk (tears and blushes should cover 
our faces at the confession) even the 
sacred desk has sounded forth the 
voice @f unchristian recrimination and 
rebuke.—These things.cught not so 
tobe. ‘*Behold how good and how 
pleasant itis for brethren to dwell to- 
cetherin unity.”—-Think of the op- 
probrium infidels have cast upon the 
gospel, on account ofthe shameful 
contentions of its professors. Re- 
member the declaration of Him we all 
so dearly love—t Hereby shall all 
men know that ye are my disciple 

if ye have love one to another.” Call 
to mind the testimony obtained by 
the primitive disciples even from en- 
vious heathen, ‘* Behold how these 
Christians love one another.”—Lis- 
ten to still stronger and more endear- 
ing motives. Are we notall children 
of the same heavenly Father, begotten 
by the same Divine’Spirit? thus made 
partakers of the same holy nature, 
and by faith united to the same glo- 
rious Redeemer. One spirit animates 
our bosoms, one exalted hope ele- 
vatas our affections, and one com- 
mon cause demands our united cxer- 
tions. Love to the brethren, there- 
fore, if we are Christians, is at once 
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the inherent temper and natural 
breathing of our hearts, and is the on- 
ly effectual bond of union. 

Disciples of Jesus, we call upom 
you in the spirit of holy affection, to 
rally round the standard of the cross. 
Different denominations of Christians 
are but different phalanxes of the ar- 
my of Jehovah of hosts. We call 
upon you therefore not only ta de- 
sist from unnatural and doubly des- 
tructive warfare among yourselves, 
but also with holy and united - vio- 
lence tg assail the empire of darkness, 
and with fervent. effectual prayer to ° 
take the kingdom of heaven by force, 
United exertion «is efficacious exer- 
tion. The faithful and true witness 
has said, ‘* Where two or. three of 
you shall agree as touching any thing 
that ye shall ask, at shall be done un- 
to you.”” Under the sanction of this 
high autherity we recommend a gen- 
eral attendance on the Monthiy Con- 
cert of Prayer, established and ob- 
served in every quarter of the globe. 
On the first Monday of every month, 
as the orb oi day rolls round the 
world, he sees the men of God in 
Asia and their heathen converts send> 
ing up the, yoige .of supplication to 
the throne of .heaven, in alf ofa 
fallen world. Passing towards the 
west, he witnesses the once degrad- 
ed Hattentot, in the deserts of Afri- 
ca, lifting up his voice and heart te 
heaven. Then he beholds a volume 
of incense and the voice of thousands 
ascending from Christiamzed Europe. 
Lastly, he hears the fervent prayers 
of our Atlantic brethren of every 
name. And as he descends beyond 
the western wilderness, he calls on us 
to add our .Jmen, however feeble, to 
this grand Concert of Prayer. 

And cur prayers, bretliren, must 
be acgompanied by our exertions. 
Worldliness and vice prevail in our 
land to a fearful extent. The god of 
this world leads thousands captive.—_ 
Intemperance first . brutalizes, and 
then destroys its innumerable victims, 
—The gamblers nefarious arts hur 
ry thousands into the depths of pov- 
erty and the bottomless, abysses of 
vice.—Profanity wages war upon the 
attributes and glory of Jehovah, and 
draws do. n the jndgements of God 
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the Lord,dear to every pious heart, is 
watitonly and impiously profened. 
Who then is on the Lord’s side ? Let 
him gird his sword upon his thigh, and 
stand forth against these sons of Belial. 
Let us be united, energetic, and per- 
a and the victory shall be 
ours. The war we wage is a war of 
extermination. Letus therefore nev- 
er return the sword to its scabbard 
unti] these heayen-daring vices are 
driven from this land, to their native 
abode in the infernal pit. 

Our d weapon, both of offence 
und defence, in these ** wars of tre 
Lord,” is the volume of Divine Truth. 
The sword of the Spirit is the word 
of God. Permit us then, Christian 
brethren, to urge upon your attention 
the distribution of the sacred Scrip- 
tures. Is there one faniily in this 
Christian land (and there are thous- 
ands) destitute of a Bible? O tell it 
notin Gath! There are institutions 
for the supply of the destitute; but 
they languish for want of patronage 
and support. There are Bibles in our 
depositories ; but they remain there 
from year to- year for want of some 
one.to convey them to the houses of 
the poor. And hence it is that our 
eyes are pained, with the sight of 
whole families, ignorant almost as the 
heathen of the great salvation of the 
gospel. 

Beloved brethren, we address you 
only on one topic more—a topic of the 
tenderest interest and of vital import- 
ance : ?Tis the religious education of 
children. Our youth are the rising 
hope of our churches and of our 
country. Shall we urge you to read 
the word of God to your children, 
and pray wjth and for them : You do 
this already, or you have no valid 
claim to the Christian character. 
More must be done. The sacred 
principles of the | as must he as- 
siduously jyistilled into their minds, 
both by precept and example. They 
must be prudently restrained from 
frequenting the haunts of frivolous 
amusement and dissipation." They 
must be led to the house of God, and 
taught to reverence the worship and 
ordinances of the Most High, and 
above all you must beware how you 
intrust their education to men of 
vicious habits and of infidel prificiples, 
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Under so baleful an influenee, the 
fairest flowers of virtue will wither; 
droop, and die. 

Above all, see that the flame of 
holy affection and heavenly devotion 
is kept always burning pure and 
bright in your own bosoms. Let the 
same mind be in you which was in 
Christ Jesus. And by the meekness 
of wisdom, the patience of hope, and 
the labour of Jove, you shall yet obtain 
a glorious victory ‘over your own re- 
maining corruptions, over the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, and 
over the consciences and hearts of 
thousands af your fellow men. B 
these means you shall send up a ric 
revenue of glory to the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. 

Brethren, our minds and hearts are 
full; so that we know not where to 
stop. But we say all in one word— 
the word of the Apostle? “ If there 
be any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of 
the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
fulfil ye our joy, that ye be like 
minded, having the same love, being 
of one accord, of one mind.” 


EXTRACTS 


From the First Report of the Ameri- 
' ¢an Society for colonizing the Free 
People of colour. 


**'The Managers of the American 
Society for coloniziug the free people 
of colour of the United States, in sub- 
mitting to the Society their first re- 
port, are encouraged to persevere in 
their efforts from an increased confi- 
dence as well in its practicability as 
in ifs importance. In a plan of such 
magnitude, involving the happiness 
of many millions ; and the success of 
which, while it cannot fail to create 
a general interest, might conflict with 
established prejudice, circumspection 
and delicacy become essential to its 
progress. ‘I'he first step of the Board 
of Managers was to present a memo- 
rial to Congress at their last session, 
which, with the report of the commit- 
tec to whom it was referred, is now 
laid before this society. The nature 
and nqvelty of the subject, not less 
than the mass of business which en- 
gage the cleliberations of that body, 
did not permit them to pursue the re- 








On the adj it of Con- 
pe the Board _ suitable 
measures to promote the views of the 
Society, without waiting the lapse o 
decisive measures could be adopted 
until it was ascertained where the 
most suitable situation could be pro- 
cured on the west coast of Africa, for 


lanting the colony; and 
Fithough nS collected 
much interesting and useful informa- 
tion, and such as gave them great en- 
couragement to proceed, it could not 
supply the place of that which must 
be obtained frem their own agents 
upon the spot. It was, therefore re- 
solved, shortly after the rising of Con- 
gress, to appoint an agent to visit and 
explore a part of the west coast of 
Africa. Upon further deliberation, 
and considering the importance of the 
mission, the variety of objects to 
which the attention of a agent 
would be directed—the danger of 
having the main object defeated by 
the casualties to which he might be 
exposed, as well as the importance of 
concert and co-operation im many 
difficulties which might occur, it was 
thought advisable to increase the 
number to two. The managers, ac- 
cordingly, after having received the 
most satisfactory testimony of their 
zeal, ability, and other qualifications, 
appointed Mr. §. J. Mills and Mr. 

ben. Burges, Agents of the Society 
for this pupose. It was supposed that 
much useful information might be 
procured in. England, and the enqui- 
nies of agents much facilitated by 
calling there on their way to Africa. 
The members of the African institu- 
tion in England have been for man 
years engaged in the laudable wor 
of meliorating the condition of the 
long neglected and much abused At- 
ricans, and possess great influence in 
that country, and particularly in the 
colony of Sierra Leone. A letter 
was, therefore, addressed «by tlic 
President to that body, in hopes that 
the high character of benevolence 
which characterizes the conductors 
of that institution, and the similarity 
of the objects of its pursuits, would 
‘ead them cordially to. co-operate in 
the great designs of this Society, and 
‘o give our.ayents all the aid in their 
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power. This letter, andthe imstruc- 


tions and commissions of the agents, . 


are annexed to this report, for the. 
information of. the Society. Th 
agents sailed from this country the 
middle of November last, 

The raising of funds to meet the 
expenditure necessary for eflecting 
this object, has occupied much of the 
attention and labours of the Board of 
Managers; and a still. further im- 
crease of our resources will be essen- 
tial to its completion. Nor do we 
fear that the American community 
will suffer an object of so much im- 
portance, and of so high a chatacter 
of benevolence, to fail for the want 
of necessary pecuniary aid. We are 
happy to state that auxiliary Societies 
have been formed in Baltimore, Phil- 
adelphia, New-York, Virginia, and 
Ohio, and the Board have received 
information of the intention of form- 
ing other societies in different parts 
of the country. The extension of 
these auxiliaries is of the first impor- 
tance,as it is by their means the public 
mind must be enlightened on the great 
and important objects of the Society, 
and it is through them, in some meas- 
ure, the necessary funds must be 
drawn for its support. 

"The. objectors-to. the Society are 
gencrally those who acknowledge the 
importance and utility of establishing 
the proposed colony; but suppose it 
impracticable ; and they refer princi- 
pally, Ist. To the difficulty of pro- 
curing a proper situation for the colo- 
ny. 2d. The supposed repugnance 
of the colonists. 3d. The expense of 
emigration. ‘The first objection is 
assuming a dificulty withovt ‘proof, 
and will be best answered by the re- 
port of the agents, who have been 
sent to explore the country. The 
managers are enabled at present to 
state, that, from information derived 
from various sources, they are per- 
suaced that a situation can be pro- 
cured in Africa with the ion, 
and secured from the hostility of the 
neighboring nations, which “will pos- 
suss, such fertility of soil, and salubri- 


o. 


ty of climate. as to make it an inyit- - 


ing situation to the people of colour in 
this country. 

2. The objection on the part of the 
coloured poeple, it is readily -seen, 
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springs from first impressions, and is, 
the result entirely of ignorance and 
misapprehension. : 

The Managers have ascer tained 
that there are numbers of the highest 
standing for intelligence and respect- 
ability among that class of people, 
‘who are warmly in favour of the plan, 
trom a conviction that it will, if ac- 
complished, powerfully co-operate in 
placing the situation of their brethren 
here and in Africa, in that scale of 
happiness and respectability among 
the nations of the earth, from which 
they have long been degraded. Of- 
fers of service have been received 
from many worthy and influential in- 
dividuals of their own colour, and 
from a number of families from dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, 
to become the first settlers in the 
colony, whenever a suitable situation 
shall be procured. Without detail- 
ing the variety of information receiv~ 
ed by the Board on this subject, the 
Managers cannot omit the testimony 
of Capt. Paul Cuflee, so well known 
in Africa, Europe, and America, for 
lis active and enlarged benevolence, 
for his zeal and devotedness to the 
cause of the people of colour. The op- 
portunities of Capt. Cuffee, of forming 
a correct opinion were superior per- 
haps to those pf any man in America. 
His judgement was clear and strong, 
and the warm interest he took in 
whatever related to the happiness of 
of that class of people is well known. 
The testimony of such a man is suf- 
ficient to outweigh all the unfounded 
predictions and idle surmises of those 
opposed to the plan of the Society. 
He had visited twice the coast of 
Africa, and became well acquainted 
with the country and its inhabitants. 
He states that upen his opinion alone, 
he could have taken to Africa at 
least two thousand people of colour 
from Boston and its neighbourhood. 
In the death of Paul Cuffee the So- 
ciety has Jost a most useful advocate, 

the people of colour, a warm and dis- 
mterested friend, and Society a valu- 
able member. His character alone 
ought to be sufficient to rescue the 
people to which he belonged from 
the unmerited aspersions which have 
been cast on them. The plan of the 
Society met with his entire approba- 
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tion, its sudgess was the subject of 
his ardent wishes, and the prospect 
of its usefulness to the native Afri- 
cans and their descendants, in this 
country, was the solace of his de- 
clining years, and. cheered the last 
moments of his existence. 
3d. The objection urged on the 
score of expenditure in transporting 
so many persons to Africa, has been 
arrayed in all the imposing forms of 
figures and calculations. There is 
a material error in estimating the ex- 
pence of removing each individual, 
by the same ratio, which may be in- 
curred in the removal of the first colo- 
nists ; without making any allowance 
for the thousands that will be ena- 
bled to defray their own expences. 
The Managers cannot pass the oc- 

casion, without noticing the death of 
the Rev. Doct. Finiey, one of the 
Vice Presidents, during the past year. 
The deep interest which ne took in 
the success of the Society, and the 
zeal he displayed in its formation, 
are well known to many present. In 
his last sickness, he was much gratifi- 
ed upon receiving information of the 
progress of the Society, and of its 
prospects of success. It gave conso- 
lation and comfort to his last mo- 
ments. When we view the Society 
in this early stage of its proceedings, 
as animating the hopes and cheering 
the prospects of the dying christian 
who had been engaged in its service ; 
when we view it as consecrated by 
the prayers of the pious, may we not 
be Jed with humble confidence to look 
to the good hand of an overruling 
Providence to guide its deliberations ? 
May we not expect that the benedic- 
tions of millions yet unborn shall 
bless its anniversary ?” 


Hibernian Society. 

An obliging friend has furnished us 
with the *“* Eleventh Annual Report 
of the Hibernian Society for establish- 
ing schools and circulating the scri 
tures,” together with an Appendix 
containing some interesting Extracts 
of Correspondence. Those who have 
been informed of the general defect 
of education in Ireland, and who 
take an interest in those occurrences 
which are adapted to improve the 
condition of their fellow beings, will 
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At the date of the t, this So- 
ciety had established 347, schools ; 
the number of. scholars -was 27,776. 


This institution was established by 
the protestants, but they were dispos- 
ed to extend the benefits of education 
te the children of the catholics. In 
opposition to this, strong prejudices 
were manifested on the ate of the 
catholic clergy. It is, however, 
pleasing to observe, that a considera- 
ble number of them are of a different 
opinion, and encourage ts to 
send their children to the schools 
established. by the Society. 

The following extracts from the 
Report will be interesting to our 
readers. os 

“The. Committee are happy to 
state, that the regulations for the con- 
duct of the schools are in full opera- 
tion, and that the imspectors are 
active and circumspect. . The pro- 
gress of the children in learning to 
read, and in committing the scri 
tures to memory, and the interest 
which the catholic parents feel in 
having their little ones appear with 
eredit at the inspections, are truly 
gratifying. The attention of the 
Masters, in general, to the import of 
the sacred word is pleasingly on the 
increase; and among such as have 
had their own understandings enlight- 
ened and informed, there exists a 
spirit of emulation to have their 
pupils excel in giving suitable an- 
swers to questions relating to the 
meaning of passages which they re- 
peat.” 

“One of the schélafs in B's 
school was learning his scripture task 
at home by the fireside. . While 
reading aloud, his father, a catholic, 
was sitting by, and hearing that verse 
read,—* The Lord is rich unto all 
them that call tpon him,’ he repeat- 
ed the passage two or three times, 
and falling on his knees, said, he 
blessed God that he saw in that text 
what he never saw before—that God 
is no respecter of persons, and that 
people of other persuasions may be 
saved, as well as Roman Catholics. 

‘* A poor man told his priest that 
he had one child in the Society’s 

scheol, and if he had twenty he 
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would send them all. He added, 
that he had a Bible and Testament, 
in his house; that he read them and 
compared. them with the. Doway 
Translation, and could find no great 
difference between them. On this 
the priest threatened to put him out 
of the church; to which he replied, 
‘another church will take me in.” 

“A poor man who lived in the 

neighbourhood of one of the schools 
told Mr. J—. that when the priest 
commanded his parishioners to take 
their children from the schools, he 
waited upon him and asked him with 
much respect, why he wished the 
children to be taken from the school ? 
The priest replied, ‘ itis my pleasure, 
sir!? The poor man said, ‘I know, 
please your reverence, that it is your 
pleasure, but I have taken the liber- 
ty of calling on you to know why it 
is your pleasure ! ‘ The priest told him 
that he was impertinently inquisitive, 
and that he would give him no other 
answer. The poor man then pre- 
sumed to expostulate with him, and 
exclaimed—* O! dear sir, learning is 
a great blessing. I feel the of 
it: let me have my poor children 
instructed in a school now happily in 
this neighbourhood. O, dear sir,Jearn- 
ing is a good thing!’ The priest, un- 
moved, made no other rep)y than— 
it was his pleasure to disperse the 
schools; that it should be so, and 
that he would punish all who dared 
to disobey. ‘The poor man then very 
gravely asked the priest, what pun- 
ishment he intended to inflict on the 
parent who continued his children at 
the school? The priest, with a de- 
gree of surprise, asked why he made 
that inquiry? to which he received 
this answer—~-‘ Because, PLEASE 
YOUR REVERENCE, | THINK IT BET- 
TER THAT | SHOULD UNDERGO THE 
PUNISHMENT THAN THAT MY CHIL- 
DREN SHOULD WANT EDUCATION.’ 
The poor man was driven from the 
presence of the priest, but remained 
firm in his resolution, and has ever 
since sent bis children to school.” 

‘* The Committee have remarked in 
former Reports the existence and pre- 
valence of this hostility to the schools 
of the society ; and they are concern- 
ed to observe that in some places, jt 
still contintes its banefd operation. 
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By the power of Divine Providence, 
however, this hostility js ‘to be con- 
templated by the supporters of the 
Hibernian Society, not through the 
gloomy medium of discomfitnre and 
defeat but in connexion with increas- 
ing exertions and decided success. 
And what is yet more encouraging, 
the philanthropy of the Society’s de- 
signs, the importance of its objeets 
and the purity of its means, have in 
many instances, not only neutralized 
opposition but even conquered sys- 
tematic resentment, and converted 
persecutors into friends. 

** In exemplification of these obser- 
vations, the committee are happy to 
present the following imformation. 
One of the Society’s first teachers 
presented a Bible to a Catholic priest, 
which was very gratefully accepted. 
In conversation with him the teacher 
observed, that besides the common 
ends professed in education, the Hi- 
bernian Society wished that all the 
pupils should be intimately acquaint- 
ed with the word of God, which alone 
is able to make wise unto salvation ; 
and that there was no diminution of 
the Society’s zeal and exertions, nét- 
withstanding the great opposition 
which it had met with. On this the 
priest lifted up his eyes, and fervently 
implored a blessing on all with whom 
the society originated, and by whom 
it was supported.” 





CADIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY. 


Mr, Thomas Tracy, Cambridge. 
Jonathan P. Dabney, do. 


Samuel Gilman, do. 
Thomas Savage, do. 
P. Osgood, do. 

- Alvan Lamson, do. 
James Walker, do. 
F. W. P. Greenwood, do. 
Andrew Bigelow, do. 
John Gorham Palfrey,do. 
Seth Alden, do. 
E. Q. Sewall Concord. 





OBITUARY. 

Died—In Boston, Mrs. Catharine 
Maria Ward, wife of the Hon. Ar- 
temas Ward, aged 57. 

At Ipswich, Mr. J. Kinsman, aged 
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At Abington,Mr. J. Ford, aged 80, 
—same week his wire, aged 7. 

At Nahant, Abner Hood, aged 84. 

At Groton, Con. Nathan Daboll, 
Esq, aged 68. 

At Westhampton, Hophni Judd, 
Esq. aged 25. 

At Washington, Col. Robert Gard- 
ner, aged 55. 

At Salem, Mr. J. Eldridge aged 70. 

At Londonderry, N. H. Rev. Wm. 
Morrison, D. D. aged 70. 

At Middlebury, Vt. Rev. Daniel 
Avery, aged 71. 

At Louisville (Ken.) Gen. G. R. 
Clark, aged 66. 

In Montreal, Messire Chicoineau, 
Priest, aged 81. 

In Pittsfield, Capt. Wm. Frances, 


aged 88. 

In Piscataway, N. J. Mr. Van Gel- 
der, aged 116. 

In Richmond, Va. a Negro man, 
aged 136. 


March 4th, Rev. Wm. Boardman, 
Pastor of a church in Newton, Long- 
Island. 

In Gloucester, suddenly, Capt. 
David Pearce, aged 82.. 

At Cambridgeport, the Rev. Sam- 
uel Mead, of Amesbury. 

In Salem, Dea, Joseph Ross, 76. 

In Andover, of a parlytic shock, 
Mr. Moses Griggs, 70. 

In Barrington, R. I. Solomon 
Townsend, . aged 70, a revolu- 
tionary officer. 

At Watertown, Col. Christopher 
Grant, aged 74. 

At Moulines, France, Jan. 2d, in 
the 32d year of his age, the Rev. Sam- 
uel C. Thacher, Pastor of the New- 
South Church in Boston, and one of 
the orginal Projectors and P agen 
of the Christian Disciple.—By this 
admonitory and distressing event, we 
are taught, that the strongest attach- 
ments of a Religious Society, the 
most ardent desires of relatives, and 
the most liberal exertions of friends, 
are all insufficient to insure to a min- 
ister of the Gospel, either good 
health, or long life. If things like 
these could have been availing our 
‘* Brother had _not died.” 

We shall doubtless be furnished 
with some particulars of the life and 
character of Mr. Thacher for a future 
Number of this work. 


